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sung iii the streets and in the country side.
It is an epic-poem formed of the sweet lyrics
of Gaurachanclrikas which are on every Iclrtana
singer's lips. The poetry of his romantic life
is spread like the flowers that spring on the
grassy meadows, all over Gangetic valley. The
weaver sings it as he spins his thread, and the
ploughman fills the whole air with the pathos
of his lament over Chaitanya's desertion of
home.
A beautiful story illustrative of the popular
devotion for Chaitanya was related sometimes
ago by Mr. Kshitimohan Sen, Head Master of
Sir Rabindranath Tagore's School at Bolpur.
While at Nadiya, he heard that in a small
neighbouring village Mrtcuia songs accompanied
by the play of Khol and cymbals were sung
there every night from 6 P.M. to 6 A.M. There
were two bands of musicians, one singing and
playing till 12 A.M. and the other for the rest
of the night. For these four
An    example  of
popular devotion hundred years, generations or
iai anya. villagers of that small locality
have kept up an uninterrupted course of musical
play in the village. The reason of this is that
Chaitanya had once paid a visit to that village
before taking Sannyasa. The little village re-
sounded with Mrtana songs, proclaiming its glad-
ness at the event. When he was about to leave
the place, the villagers begged of him to pay